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REASONS FOR THE STANDARDS

1 . E X I S T I N G  D O C U M E N TAT I O N  W A S  ‘ O U T D AT E D ’  A N D  S E R V E D  O N LY  A S  A  ‘ G U I D E L I N E ’  - F O C U S S E D  O N  

D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  O F  C L A N D E S T I N E  L A B S  ( M A N U FA C T U R E  O F  M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E )  A N D  N O T  T H E  

U S E  O F  M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E .  

2 . P U B L I C  &  M E D I A  P R E S S U R E  O N  N Z G O V E R N M E N T  T O  I N T E R V E N E  A N D  R E G U L AT E  T H I S  E N D E M I C  

I N D U S T R Y  - U N Q U A L I F I E D  A N D  I N E X P E R I E N C E D  P E O P L E  P R O V I D I N G  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S / O C C U P I E R S  

M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E  C O N TA M I N AT I O N  S A M P L I N G  A N D  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  S E R V I C E S

3 . M E T H O D S  F O R  M A N U FA C T U R E  A R E  C O N S TA N T LY  C H A N G I N G  – M A K I N G  I T  N E A R I M P O S S I B L E  T O  

D I F F E R E N T I AT E  B E T W E E N  U S E  &  M A N U FA C T U R E  

4 . N O  S TA N D A R D  P R O C E D U R E S  F O R  S A M P L I N G ,  T E S T I N G  O R  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  O F  

M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E  C O N TA M I N AT E D  P R O P E R T I E S .  A  N E E D  T O  P R O V I D E  A  S TA N D A R D  T O  G I V E  

C O N F I D E N C E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  R E G U L AT O R S  T H AT  T H E  I N D U S T R Y  K N O W S  W H AT  T H E Y  A R E  D O I N G  

A N D  A R E  F O L L O W I N G  B E S T  P R A C T I C E  M E T H O D O L O G I E S
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BACKGROUND TO THE STANDARDS

1 . N AT I O N A L  S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E  W A S  E S TA B L I S H E D  I N  M AY  2 0 1 6  – W I T H  A R E M I T  T O  P R O D U C E  A  

S TA N D A R D  C O V E R I N G  T H E  T E S T I N G  &  R E M E D I AT I O N  O F  M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E  C O N TA M I N AT E D  

P R O P E R T I E S  

2 . T H E  C O M M I T T E E  W A S  M A D E  U P  O F  T W E N T Y  O N E  S TA K E H O L D E R S  F R O M  A N  A R R AY  O F  G O V E R N M E N T  

O R G A N I S AT I O N S  A N D  P R I VAT E  C O M PA N I E S  F R O M  W I T H I N  N Z - I N S U R A N C E  C O U N C I L ,  L O C A L  

G O V E R N M E N T,  M I N I S T R Y  O F  H E A LT H ,  I N D E P E N D E N T  T E S T I N G  L A B O R AT O R I E S ,  S A M P L E R S  A N D  

D E C O N TA M I N AT O R S ,  I N C L U D I N G  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S  F R O M  T H E  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  A N D  

I N V E S T M E N T  S E C T O R S    

3 . S TA N D A R D  I S  O N LY  ‘ B E S T  P R A C T I C E ’  A S  I T  I S  N O T  I N C O R P O R AT E D  I N T O  A N Y  L E G I S L AT I O N  T O  M A K E  

I T  M A N D AT O R Y
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SUMMARY OF THE STANDARDS

1 . A I M  T O  A D D R E S S  A L L  S O U R C E S  O F  M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E  C O N TA M I N AT I O N  A N D  P R O V I D E  G U I D A N C E  

O N  R E D U C I N G  P E O P L E ’ S  R I S K S  O F  E X P O S U R E  T O  H A R M  I N  P R O P E R T I E S  A N D O T H E R  A S S E T S ,  S U C H  A S  

V E H I C L E S  A N D  C A R AVA N S  

2 . A I M  T O  E N S U R E  C O N S I S T E N C Y,  R E L I A B I L I T Y,  A N D  C O M P E T E N C Y  I N  A C T I V I T I E S  I N C L U D I N G

S C R E E N I N G ,  S A M P L I N G ,  T E S T I N G  A N D ,  W H E R E  N E C E S S A R Y,  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  O F  P R O P E R T I E S  A N D  

T H E  D I S P O S A L  O F  C O N TA M I N AT E D  M AT E R I A L S

3 . E S TA B L I S H I N G  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  L E V E L S  T O  G U I D E  T H E  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  O F  A F F E C T E D  

P R O P E R T Y

4 . S E T  O U T  P R O C E D U R E S  F O R  T E S T I N G  P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  C O N TA M I N AT I O N  A N D  T H E  S T E P S  R E Q U I R E D  T O  

D E C O N TA M I N AT E  P R O P E R T I E S  A N D  D I S P O S E  O F  A N Y  C O N TA M I N AT E D  W A S T E
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SUMMARY OF THE STANDARDS - cont

5 . I D E N T I F I E S  C U R R E N T  G O O D  P R A C T I C E  F O R  S A M P L I N G ,  T E S T I N G  A N D  D E C O N TA M I N AT I O N  A C T I V I T I E S ,  

A N D  I S  A  B A S I S  F O R  R E D U C I N G  R I S K S  O F  H A R M  F R O M  M E T H A M P H E TA M I N E  C O N TA M I N AT I O N

6 . S TA N D A R D  I S  D I V I D E D  I N T O  S E V E N  K E Y  S E C T I O N S  W I T H  A P P E N D I X :

a. GENERAL – PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON METHODOLOGIES, PROCEDURES, AND PERFORMANCE CRITERIA AIMED AT REDUCTION OF 
RISKS TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OCCUPANTS AND OTHERS WHO MAY BE EXPOSED TO METHAMPHETAMINE CONTAMINATION

b. OVERVIEW – FOCUSSED ON METHAMPHETAMINE DECONTAMINATION LEVELS (1.5ug/100cm2 in HIGH USE areas and 3.8ug/100cm2 
for LIMITED USE); AND THE KEY STEPS INVOLVED IN DETERMINING THE PRESENCE OF METHAMPHETAMINE CONTAMINATION AND 
WHETHER THERE IS A NEED FOR DECONTAMINATION

c. CONTAMINATION LEVEL ASSESSMENT – GUIDANCE ON ‘WHEN & WHERE’ TO UNDERTAKE A CONTAMINATION LEVEL ASSESSMENT 
OF METHAMPHETAMINE CONTAMINATED PROPERTY IN THREE PHASES:

i. DETERMINING THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF CONTAMINATION

ii. DETERMINING THE EXTENT AND MAGNITUDE OF THE CONTAMINATION

iii. PROVIDING INPUT INTO THE DESIGN OF ANY DECONTAMINATION WORKS AND A WASTE DISPOSAL PLAN
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SUMMARY OF THE STANDARDS - cont
d. DECONTAMINATION – PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON:

i. HOW DECONTAMINATION OF A CONTAMINATED PROPERTY IS TO BE CARRIED OUT SO THAT IT DOES NOT EXCEED THE 
ACCEPTABLE METHAMPHETAMINE RESIDUE CLEAN-UP LIMITS IN THIS STANDARD

ii. THE PROCESS FOR DETERMINING IF SOMETHING SHOULD BE CLEANED OR NEEDS TO BE DISCARDED BASED ON THE VALUE 
OF THE ITEM AND ITS POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE HUMAN CONTACT AND HARM

iii. MATERIALS THAT SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM A PROPERTY AND HOW IT IS TO BE DISPOSED OF INSTEAD OF 
DECONTAMINATION

e. POST-DECONTAMINATION ACTIONS - GATHERING IMPARTIAL AND RELIABLE INFORMATION ON THE DECONTAMINATION OF A 
PROPERTY AND IF DECONTAMINATION HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE TO CERTIFY THAT METHAMPHETAMINE LEVELS DO NOT EXCEED THE 
LIMITS OF THE STANDARD:

i. CERTIFYING THE PROPERTY TO BE AT OR BELOW THE APPROPRIATE CLEAN-UP LEVELS DEFINED IN THIS STANDARD AND 
RECOMMEND TO THE DECONTAMINATION CONTRACTOR TO ISSUE A “CLEARANCE REPORT” AND A “CLEARANCE 
CERTIFICATE” OR

ii. IDENTIFYING AREAS WHERE RESIDUAL METHAMPHETAMINE CONTAMINATION IS IN EXCESS OF THOSE LEVELS AND 
REQUIRES FURTHER CLEANING
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SUMMARY OF THE STANDARDS - cont

iii. SETTING OUT THE ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS OF A SAMPLER

iv. SETTING OUT THE CONTENTS OF A “CLEARANCE REPORT” AND “CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE”

f. REPORTING AND DOCUMENTATION – SETS OUT THE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL THE REPORTS AND RELEVANT DOCUMENTS 
RELATING TO THE ASSESSMENT AND DECONTAMINATION OF PROPERTIES AFFECTED BY METHAMPHETAMINE RESIDUES FROM 
START TO FINISH, INCLUDING TO WHOM THE REPORTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED

g. COMPETENCIES – SETS OUT THE COMPETENCY REQUIREMRNTS FOR PERSONS UNDERTAKING:

i. SCREENING ASSESMENTS (REGISTERED NZ QUALIFICATION AUTHORITY UNIT STANDARD AS PER APPENDIX ‘B’ OF THE 
STANDARD)

ii. DETAILED AND POST DECONTAMINATION ASSESSMENTS (SUITABLY QUALIFIED AND ISO/IEC 17020 ACCREDITED)

iii. TESTING LABORATORIES UNDERTAKING CONTAMINATION LEVEL ANALYSIS (ISO/IEC 17025 ACCREDITED)

iv. DECONTAMINATION WORK (COMPLETED A RECOGNISED INDEPENDENT TRAINING ORGANISATION  PROGRAMME, 
PRODUCING EVIDENCE OF APPROPRIATE KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE AND MEMBERSHIP IN AN APPROPRIATE INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION)
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THE NZ METHAMPHETAMINE SCENE
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THE NZ METHAMPHETAMINE SCENE - cont
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THE NZ METHAMPHETAMINE SCENE - cont
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