
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 

AND 
 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

ON  
 

COLLABORATION TO ADVANCE THE USE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS 

 
WHEREAS recent analyses have identified monitoring information systems as a systemic 
weakness in strategic and coordinated action for Sustainable Development (along with 
coordination among levels of government); and  
 
WHEREAS there is much duplication of efforts in indicators, which itself is not 
sustainable; and 
  
WHEREAS it is acknowledged that the IFEH declaration on the Use of Sustainability 
Indicators will not in-and-of-itself bring about change, but will require active follow-up; 
 
THEREFORE 
The undersigned representatives of the IFEH and the IISD hereby agree to the following: 
 

1. Upon adoption by IFEH of its Declaration on Sustainability Indicators, a shorter 
and more robust policy statement will be drafted jointly, focusing on strategic 
issues in indicator initiatives at the community and regional level. The purpose of 
the statement will be to call attention to the risks and opportunities arising from 
the large and growing pool of sub-national level indicator initiatives and to 
facilitate the crystallization of a policy agenda related to them on the national and 
international levels. The statement may cover topics such as the need for 
increased efforts aimed at better coordination of sustainability indicator efforts, or 
the need for capacity development. 
 

2. IFEH and IISD will work together to engage other major organizations with 
interest in taking the indicator agenda to the next level.  

 
3. IFEH and IISD will collaborate on the Compendium of Sustainable Development 

Indicator Initiatives. Based on feedback received from IFEH, IISD will first adjust 
the Compendium structure if necessary. This will be followed by merger of 
IFEH’s data into the IISD Compendium. The IFEH website would link to a sub-
window showing the modified compendium housed on IISD’s server and IFEH 
will invite its global members to submit relevant information.  

 
4. The two organizations will jointly explore funding opportunities for further 

developing the Compendium.  



 
5. The parties understand that the proposed collaboration may require the sharing of 

intellectual property and express their dedication to keep products and 
information jointly developed available at no cost to the general public. The 
parties also agree that their contribution to the products developed in 
collaboration will be explicitly recognized. 

 
 
 
Agreed on behalf of IFEH and the Measurement and Assessment Program of IISD: 
 
 
October 8 , 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Henning Hansen    Dr. László Pintér    
On behalf of  the      Director 
International Federation     Measurement and Assessment Program 
of Environmental Health       
 
Coordinator of the IFEH indicator initiative        




