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IFEH Presidential Message of Condolence

Vale Frederick Peter O’Brien

The International Federation of Environmental Health mourns the passing of Frederick O’Brien, a
former Chairman and Honorary Vice President whose leadership helped shape the modern
identity of our global profession.

Frederick was a bridge-builder in the truest sense, connecting Ireland, Canada, and the wider
international community through his belief that environmental health is strongest when
knowledge, culture, and experience are shared across borders. His tenure as Chairman was
marked by clarity of purpose, intellectual discipline, and a deep commitment to strengthening the
Federation’s global voice at a time when environmental health was rapidly evolving.

Frederick’s contributions extended far beyond formal roles. He was a mentor, a steady guide, and
a champion of international cooperation long before it became commonplace in our field. His
work in Ireland, his longstanding ties to Canada, and his active engagement with IFEH initiatives
reflected his conviction that environmental health professionals carry a responsibility not only to
protect communities, but to elevate the profession itself.

Frederick brought humanity to technical work, reminding us that environmental health is
ultimately about people: their safety, their dignity, and their right to live in healthy environments.
We also honour the man behind the professional legacy. Frederick was known for his generosity of
spirit, his thoughtful counsel, and his ability to inspire confidence in others.

His passing has been felt deeply across continents, a testament to the reach of his influence and
the respect he earned throughout his life. Today, we remember him not only for what he
accomplished, but for how he led: with humility, wisdom, and unwavering dedication to the values
that define our profession.

The Federation expresses its profound condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues. Frederick
O’Brien’s legacy will continue to guide the IFEH and the global environmental health community
for generations to come.
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